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Greetings

Greetings,

I am deeply honored to present this commemorative book encapsulating the journey of the
Hoban Cultural Foundation as we celebrate our 20th anniversary.

Established in 2004, the foundation has undertaken a variety of initiatives guided by our
mission to “build a sustainable cultural and arts ecosystem” and our vision to serve as “an
open platform where the value of culture and arts is manifested.” In addition to supporting
the creative endeavors of artists and expanding the reach of Korean culture, we have actively
engaged in programs that promote cultural sharing and education within local communities.
These efforts represent our steadfast steps toward realizing the foundation’s aspirations — a
journey made possible by your unwavering support and interest along the way.

Looking back on the past years, our society has faced countless changes and challenges.
Despite this, we have steadfastly upheld the belief that a society centered on people and
culture creates the most sustainable and compassionate world. This conviction has been the
driving force behind the Hoban Cultural Foundation as it stands today.

The 20th-anniversary commemorative book captures the journey our foundation has
undertaken, the significance of our various activities, and the values we have contributed to
society. It also reflects our hope that this publication will serve as an opportunity to reaffirm
the direction and vision for our future. May this record not merely serve as a reflection of the
past but as a new starting point toward the future.

The Hoban Cultural Foundation will continue to move forward tirelessly toward a better
tomorrow for our society. We remain dedicated to creating sustainable value and fostering a
world centered on people and culture.

Finally, we extend our heartfelt gratitude to the many artists, members of the cultural and
artisticcommunity, and all those who have listened to and supported our journey as reflected
in this commemorative book. With anticipation and hope for the future we will build together,
we look forward to forging ahead on new paths with vigor and determination.

Thank you.

Chairman of Hoban Cultural Foundation
Woo Hyun-hee
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HOBAN CULTURAL FOUNDATION

Established in 2004, the Hoban Cultural Foundation is a nonprofit organization dedicated to the
continuous support and advancement of culture and the arts in South Korea. With a vision of “Art
for All,” the foundation strives to make art accessible beyond specific social classes or regions,
fostering communication between artists and the public through various exhibitions and cultural
programs.

Especially, the foundation actively supports artistic creation by providing a comprehensive
support for artists for their careers, from emerging to mid-career and established artists.
H-EAA: HOBAN-Emerging Artist Awards is emerging artist awards to offer opportunities
to focused on the possibilities of young emerging artists and provides opportunities for
them to grow. H ART LAB, a residency program for artists and art critics, aimed at providing
stable working and research environments for artists. HOBAN ARTIST AWARDS has been
established to honor the achievements of mid-career and senior artists, focused on their artistic
philosophies and lifetime dedication to art while contributing to the continued evolution of the
Korean art scene.

In addition to supporting artists, the foundation has established high-quality exhibition spaces
to expand opportunities for cultural engagement. Located in the heart of Seoul, surrounded
by towering gray skyscrapers, ART SPACE HOHWA served as a sanctuary for contemporary
art, offering a diverse range of experimental and innovative exhibitions. As an oasis of artistic
inspiration place within the bustling city, it provided people with a unique artistic experience that
will be remembered long after its closure.

Since its inception in 2018 in Gwangmyeong, Gyeonggi, HOBAN ARTRIUM has contributed to
revitalizing local culture and arts by presenting exhibitions by various wide range of domesticand
international artists. In 2025,Hoban Artrium took a new step forward by opening a new Hoban
Artrium. It creates a complex cultural and artistic space where you can experience art and culture
in @ more expanded space. This expanded cultural space offers a multi-dimensional artistic
experience, encompassing exhibitions, performances, lectures, and educational programs.
Designed as a space where art and relaxation coexist, the Hoban Artrium allows people to engage
with art seamlessly in their daily lives, furthering the Hoban Artrium commitment to making art
more accessible to the people.

In addition, Hoban Cultural Foundation actively operates various arts and education programs so
that culture and arts can contribute to realizing social values.

The ART WORKSHOP, an art education program for the developmental disabled, provides
opportunities for creating and expanding customized art support for cultural marginalities.

As such, the Hoban Cultural Foundation has grown with artists over the past 20 years to expand
the social role of art, and will continue to take the lead in building a sustainable culture and arts
ecosystem and spreading the value of art more widely.
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HOBAN
ARTRIUM

HOBAN ARTRIUM
The First Complex Cultural and Art Space of Hoban Cultural Foundation

Hoban Artrium is the first complex cultural and art space introduced by the Hoban Cultural
Foundation, which was operated in Gwangmyeong, Gyeonggi-do, from 2018 to 2022. The term
‘Atrium’, derived from ancient Roman architecture, refers to a central garden, and this space
aims to be one where art is experienced ‘together. Moving beyond a static museum model,
Hoban Artrium emphasizes interactive art experiences, offering a diverse range of cultural
activities, including performances, classes for small changes in daily life, and sensory-based
educational programs for children. As a result, it has become a welcoming and accessible space
that visitors can enjoy for extended periods.

Through its operations, Hoban Artrium has strengthened the connection between the local
community and the art world, contributing to the advancement of arts and culture. Over the
past four years, it has positively impacted the local community, providing important exhibition
and performance opportunities for artists and offering rich cultural experiences to the public.

Now, Hoban Artrium is newly re-opened in Gwacheon, where it will continue to provide a platform
for new and valuable encounters between artists and people. The Hoban Cultural Foundation
iscommitted to enhancing the cultural vibrancy of the local community and offeringinnovative
and diverse experiences moving forward.
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ART HALL EXHIBITIONS
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ART HALL EXHIBITIONS
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ART HALL EXHIBITIONS
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ART HALL EXHIBITIONS
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ART HALL EXHIBITIONS
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ART SPACE HOHWA

ART SPACE HOHWA
Contemporary Art Exhibition Space

Opened in March 2022, Korea Press Center in the middle of Seoul, Art
Space Hohwa exhibited a wide spectrum of contemporary art from
emerging artists to established artists.

The exhibitions, which are newly presented once a month, serve as
a resting place or oasis for people who live busily in gray buildings. In
addition, Art Space Hohwa endeavors to sponsor and make a new leap
for talented emerging artists.

With afocus on curating high-quality exhibitions, Art Space Hohwa strives
to establish itself as a leading cultural and artistic venue representing
contemporary art, committed to creating and sustaining the enduring
value of art.
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HOBAN ARTIST AWARDS

Hoban Artist Awards was established in 2022 by the Hoban Cultural
Foundation to support senior artists in Korea who have been working for
over 20 years and have developed a personal artistic vision and philosophy.

Hoban Artist Awards operates on a 100% recommendation basis rather
than direct applications. To ensure transparency and fairness in nominating
artists, the process is divided between 10 recommendation committees
and 3 judging committees. This rigorous and separate judging system
identifies notable artists in the field of contemporary Korean art based on
contemporary artists with a fair judging process.

The 2023 Hoban Artist Awards selected Kang Un (b.1966) and Hong Soun
(b.1959). They had retrospective exhibitions at the War Memorial of Korea
in Seoul. The 2024 Hoban Artist Awards select artist Kang Yo Bae(b.1952),
who has provided solace through his artistic world and whose dedicated
pursuit of his unique vision serves as a role model for the artists. The Hoban
Cultural Foundation remains committed to highlighting and supporting
senior artists who have steadfastly developed their artistic worlds.
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HART LAB
Residency Program for Artists and Art Critics

The H ART LAB of Hoban Cultural Foundation is a creative space
designed to support artists and art critics, providing them with a stable
environment where they can focus on their creative and research
endeavors. Established in 2021 at Hoban Park 2 building, where is Hoban
group’s headquarters located in Seocho-gu, Seoul, it initially facilitated
collaborative activities between artists and Hoban gruop’s employees,
fostering a dynamic environment for creativity. This experience created a
unigue synergy as individuals from different fields engaged in exchanges
within a shared space.

Starting in 2025, H ART LAB will relocate to Gwangju, aiming to further
strengthen its role as a space for artistic creation where artists and art
critics can interact and collaborate. This move is expected to enhance
the capabilities and networks of artists, solidifying the foundation as a
center for creative cultural production.

H ART LAB operates various programs to support the creative and
research activities of visual artists and art critics. It provides a place for
artists and art critics to share their ideas and exchange lectures through
support for exhibitions and research projects, matching programs for
artist and art critics, and lectures. Through these efforts, creative ideas
and research of creators lead to high-quality results, contributing to
the formation of art values and discourse within contemporary art. H
ART LAB will continue to provide an environment where artists and art
critics can freely create and study, and will continue to support creative
activities for the development of culture and arts.
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H-EAA: HOBAN-Emerging Artist Awards

Since 2017, H-EAA: HOBAN-Emerging Artist Awards has aimed to shape
the future of visual arts in Korea by embracing young artists' diverse and
fresh perspectives.

H-EAA has recognized 62 talented emerging artists, providing them with
financial support and give the opportunity to exhibit their artworks
and encouraging their creative endeavors. Additionally, H-EAA doesn’t
stop at merely awarding prizes. It offers a follow-up support consulting
programs, the expert consulting program for selected artists. This
consulting matches young artists with professionals in the art field,
providing them with specialized consulting. This guidance is invaluable
for young artists who may be uncertain about the direction of their
work, helping them gain clarity and confidence in their creative journey.
The Hoban Cultural Foundation remains committed to supporting and
encouraging young artists as they establish their careers.
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Art Workshop

Hoban Cultural Foundation’s Art Workshop is dedicated to bridging the
cultural gap for individuals with developmental disabilities in South Korea,
aiming to elevate the value of disability art. Hoban Cultural foundation
discovers artists with developmental disabilities, supporting their creative
journeys through workshops and exhibitions. Since 2022, the foundation
has collaborated with contemporary artists to design and implement art
education programs for these individuals, fostering their self-expression and
creative motivation. This initiative provides an opportunity to experience the
transformative power of art. Additionally, the foundation organizes lectures
for parents and siblings of individuals with disabilities, offering insights and
support for navigating the challenges and emotional journeys that come with
disability, and encouraging a forward-looking, resilient approach to life.
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