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Art Space Hohwa will hold its third collection exhibition, {Act
3. Allegoria - The Visible and the Invisible), from November 11
to December 17. This exhibition showcases various collections
from the Hoban Cultural Foundation, presenting paintings that
reinterpret the essence of subjects such as figures, landscapes,
and actions into layered meanings through different forms of
artistic expression. The exhibition features a total of 15 pieces
by 13 artists including Caroline Walker, Derek Fordjour, Ding Yi,
Friedrich Kunath, George Condo, Hilary Pecis, Jason Fox, Mel
Bochner, Rashid Johnson, Sterling Ruby, Moon Chang-bae, Hur
Boree, and Hong Seong-joon.

In the {Act 3. Allegoria - The Visible and the Invisible),
postmodernist paintings since the 2000s are primarily
introduced. Especially, the works are not simply reproductions
of nature and landscapes as subjects, but are centered around
the artist’s new imaginative perception, adding subjective
thoughts and messages. Friderich Kunath’s <Wake Up
and Dream> inserts animals, cartoon characters, and text
throughout the poetic landscape, providing a new imaginative
narrative while cleverly expressing the artist’s concerns and
thoughts about human emotions such as waiting and anxiety.
Meanwhile, there are works that dismantle the framework of

everyday landscapes from the artist’s perspective, focusing
on the very act of observation. Capturing the bright and
cheerful ambiance of the American South landscape, Hilary
Pecis replaces it with a variety of colors and geometric
patterns, placing specific objects in her piece <Courtyard> to
metaphorically express the individual memories and identities
embedded in the landscape.

Furthermore, the exhibition also presents works that
incorporate specific patterns or language motifs as a means
to explain the artist’s thinking or concepts within the pictorial
form. Mel Bochner, a prominent American conceptual artist,
overlaps onomatopoeic texts of repetitive forms with pictorial
formats in <HA HA HA>, expressing the meaning of the text not
as words but as subjects of form on the canvas. Ding Yi, who
serves as a medium for expressing the artist’s inner visions and
thoughts on society and politics, engages in multidimensional
discourse through the arrangement of crosses in his work
<Appearances of Crosses>, manifesting this process on the
canvas through abstract expressionism.
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In addition, the exhibition also showcases works that borrow
from the image of the human being for expression. George
Condo’s <French Maid with Red Hair> portrays distorted and
deconstructed portraits of figures, interpreting the complex
inner world and emotions of ever-changing human beings from
multiple perspectives. Jason Fox’s <Back Yard> and <Death
Live in Concert> fill the canvas with self-projected emotional
and visionary beings inspired by modernism and mythical
symbols. Using cardboard, newspapers, and pigments in collage
techniques, Derek Fordjour’s <Single Pivot Turn> creates a
collision within the canvas through the dynamic actions of the
multifaceted texture and subjects, depicting layered emotions
and stimulating the viewer’s imagination to infer the meanings
embedded within the artwork.

The exhibition title, “Allegoria” is a composite word derived
from the Greek words “allos” (different) and “agoreuo” (to
speak), meaning “speaking differently.” In other words, it
implies not directly revealing the original meaning but rather
twisting and implying while revealing another meaning.
The works that constitute this exhibition share a common
fragmentation of the artist’s experiences. Through this, various
elements are used as narrative devices to visually express
on the surface, while harboring multiple messages about the
human psyche and societal and cultural realities beneath the
surface. This can be seen as concealing abstract concepts
within the artwork through the reinterpretation of figures,
actions, landscapes, motifs, etc., from the artist’s perspective,
and revealing them anew within the canvas through the artist’s
unique formal language.

The curatorial intent of the exhibition {Act 3. Allegoria - The
Visible and the Invisible) aims to provide a special opportunity
to transcend conventional fixed notions and rediscover invisible
meanings, just as the artists have previously spoken differently
through a series of forms and concrete shapes in their works,
going beyond the mere representational function of images.
Simultaneously, the exhibition intends for viewers not only to
capture the visual narratives that surface in the artwork but
also to become new avenues for inherently expanding the
multilayered reasoning and meanings concealed beneath, thus
hoping for a newfound awareness to emerge fundamentally.
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Single Pivot Turn

crylic, charcoal, and oil pa onn
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Appearance of Crosses
Acrylic on tartan, 139.5x159.4cm, 2002
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Wake Up and Dream
QOil on canvas, 122.5x98cm, 2023
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French Maid with Red Hair
Oil on canvas in artist’'s chosen frame, 43.8x38.4cm, 2005
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HILARY PECIS

B.1979
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Courtyard
Acrylic on linen, 137.2x111.8cm, 2022
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HONG SEONG JOON

B.1987
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Study Layers 40
Acrylic on canvas, 201x201cm, 2022
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JASON FOX

B.1964
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MEL BOCHNER

B.1940
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HA HA HA
Monoprint in oil with collage, engraving, and embossment on handmade paper
M.8x119.4cm, 2022
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Alzt-ololx|

Acrylic on canvas, scalpel, 162.2x97.0cm, 2020
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RASHID JOHNSON

B.1977
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Facts
Mirrored tile, black soap, and wax, 213.4x152.4cm, 2012
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STERLING RUBY

B.1972
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WIDW.HELIOS (7057)
Acrylic, oil, elastic, cardboard, and treated fabric on canvas
182.9x132.1cm, 2019
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